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calculated to overcome the poet's reluctance to follow the legal profession. The German supreme court was a dust-covered, antiquated mechanism, irreparably damaged within and without. Its rusty wheels, which slowly ploughed through the sand of 16,000 undecided cases, gave forth a frightful creak at every turn. Plaintiffs, if they wished their cases to proceed, were obliged to apply to the spokes of the wheels the power of their money or their influence. The wretchedness of this "most noble" court had for decades been known throughout the empire, but Emperor Joseph II. was the first to take serious measures for remedying the evil. In 1767 a court of inspection, composed of twenty-four representatives of the estates of Germany, assembled in Wetzlar for the purpose of investigating, first of all, the weak points in the personnel of the Imperial Chamber. In the course of four years the investigation resulted in the arrest of three most noble judges for the worst kind of bribery. Meanwhile the musty atmosphere of Wetzlar had affected the court of inspection, producing profound discord among its members and bringing its business to a standstill.
Such was the condition of things which Goethe found, and he would have needed to be either an enthusiastic or an ambitious jurist, if, under such circumstances and having no official obligations, he had taken any interest whatever in the miserable proceedings 41 of this miserable court. He preferred to wait and see what occupations his genius and heart would suggest.
He engaged lodgings in the narrow, dirty Gewands-gasse, where sun and moon rarely shone. This was presumably not his own choice, but that of his great-aunt, the aged wife of Privy Councillor Lange, who, with her two daughters, lived on the next corner.
The uglier and darker it was in the town, the more he loved to live out in the country where Spring had lavished her full splendour. " Every tree, every hedge, is a bouquet of blossoms and one would fain be a cockchafer and float about in the sea of sweet fragrance/' Just outside the